
July 16, 2020 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Hall called the board meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. in the Norman County Court Room with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  All commissioners were in attendance.    
 
Chairman Hall asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted the addition of a request 
for authorization to pay additional bills from the Sheriff’s Dept that were submitted late.  A/T Hanson also noted that the 
date for the Canvassing Board should be set.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the agenda with 
additions.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Hall asked if board members had the opportunity to review the bills.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a 
motion to approve the bills as presented:   
 
Revenue - $ 215,642.63   Road & Bridge - $ 24,560.49  Building - $ 85.84 
 
County EDA - $ 212.22   Public Health - $ 1,678.56   Solid Waste - $ 28,327.66 
 
County Homes - $ 1,269.54  TOTAL - $ 271,776.94 
 
Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.  
 
Discussion then moved to the additional bills submitted from the Sheriff’s Dept.  A/T Hanson noted that they totaled 
$1,889.04 and she would like authorization to pay them on July 17th to avoid further late charges.  Commissioner 
Gunderson made a motion to approve the payment of the additional bills, Commissioner Redland seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
Discussion then moved to the revisions in the Counties Providing Technology Joint Powers Agreement that had been 
tabled at the last meeting.  Attorney James Brue noted that the revisions were nothing major, just cleaning up some 
items from when the former Computer Professionals Unlimited, Inc was purchased by the group of 23 counties and the 
original JPA was formed.  He recommended the board approve the revised Joint Powers Agreement.  Commissioner 
Redland made a motion to approve the Revised 2020 Counties Providing Technology Joint Powers Agreement on behalf 
of Norman County.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.  Chairman Hall 
will sign the agreement along with A/T Hanson and Attorney Brue.   
 
The next item of discussion moved to the reappointment of County Assessor, Jill Murray.  Commissioner Jacobson made a 
motion to adopt CR-07-16-2020-1, A Resolution to Reappoint County Assessor.  Commissioner Redland seconded the 
motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  Resolution adopted on a unanimous vote.  A copy of the 
resolution is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   
 
At 9:29 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, gave the board an update on the COVID-19 pandemic.  Ms. Kjono noted that 
Pinehurst Resort in Mahnomen County is now closed due to some COVID issues.  Director Kjono also noted that the Mayo 
Clinic is having some issues with testing supplies and therefore, decreased turn around time on results.  Sarah stated she 
thought that with the recent increased outbreak in southern states, possibly some of the supplies were redirected.   
 
Director Kjono shared that with Long Term Care communities there has been additional guidance around essential care 
givers, and possibly designating one or two family members that a facility would have the option to allow those 
individuals in to visit.  Sarah also shared there is new guidance for families along with a survey regarding schools and re-
opening.  Director Kjono noted that busing is a huge problem for school districts.  They are still looking at the 3 options of 
in school, distance learning or a hybrid of the two.  Sarah also noted that Minnesota is having a problem with 
enforcement with regard to businesses following or not following guidelines to allow them to be open and there have 
been conversations of whether they will institute some type of one-time warning, followed by a fine or shutdown or 
pulling of the license to operate.   
 



Commissioner Redland asked Director Kjono as to whether we should move to Phase II in the re-opening plan.  After 
considerable discussion between Commissioners and Dept Heads, Director Kjono recommended remaining in Phase I at 
this time.   
 
Noting the time, Chairman Hall called for a short break.  
 
At 10:05 a.m. Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, addressed the board with his agenda.  The first item on Engineer Berndt’s 
agenda was the FireFrost ATV Club with regard to a Grant in Aid Sponsorship.  Keith noted that in February of 2020 the 
board approved a Federal Recreation Trail Program Application with the county serving as the financial sponsor for the 
FireFrost ATV Club.   The Federal Grant was approved for a total estimated project cost of $210,000 with the Federal 
Grant covering $150,000.  The ATV Club would like to apply for another grant through the MN DNR Grant in Aid Program 
to cover $50,000 of the $60,000 local match and the club providing $10,000 through volunteer work.  The club is in the 
process of preparing the grant application and is seeking county support to act as the fiscal agent for the second 
application.   After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion for the county to act as the fiscal host for the 
FireFrost ATV Club to apply for the DNR grant.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  
 
The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was the Highway Dept equipment budget.  Keith noted that during an early 
June meeting the unknown budget implications of the COVID-19 virus were discussed and the department should 
consider delaying additional equipment purchases.  At this time Engineer Berndt stated that it appears the departments 
2020 revenues and expenditures are on course.  He noted that they have several pieces of additional equipment that he 
would like to move ahead with getting bids on, and stated that with the purchases made thus far in 2020 he believes 
there is still about $160,000 in the equipment line item of the budget.  He would like to know if commissioners are in 
consensus that he may solicit bids for those planned replacements at this time.  Commissioners inquired as to what types 
of equipment they were looking at replacing, and Keith assured them they would come back with the bids before 
proceeding with purchase.   
 
Engineer Berndt then gave an update on the construction projects, noting he is expecting contractors to begin sitework 
on SP 054-620-014 and SP 054-618-017, the bridge replacements on CSAH 20 and CSAH 18, respectively.  He also noted 
the levee raise projects on the west side of the county, CSAH 25 and CR 106 were complete except for grass 
establishment.  Also noted the CSAH 54 project in the Southwest Industrial Park has been completed.  Commissioner 
Jacobson asked Engineer Berndt what was being done on Main Street in Hendrum.  Engineer Berndt also noted that the 
bridges on the Ada to Beltrami trail line that were being replaced this year were completed.   
 
Engineer Berndt also noted that the Legislature was back in a Special Session and he was hopeful they would tackle the 
bonding bill that was not passed before the session closed in May, as it will impact bridge replacements as well as Local 
Road Improvement Projects such as the one within the City of Ada, involving Park and Second Streets.   
 
At 10:23 a.m. Kelly Kappes, Custodian, addressed the board with a bid proposal from Ada Electric to install Eaton Surge 
Protective Device ahead of service equipment in the boiler room following the request of the board at the last meeting.  
Much discussion ensued as to what this was going to protect and whether it was sufficient to protect all the needs of the 
courthouse.  Kelly explained this would be placed on the main line coming into the original courthouse building.  
Concerns of whether we had surge protectors on computer equipment in all buildings and the 911 system for the 
Sheriff’s Dept surfaced and no one in attendance could answer the questions posed.  Commissioners asked Kelly if he 
would check with Scott, his boiler inspector from Hartford Steam Boiler, who suggests this each year to see if what is 
proposed in the quote is sufficient for our needs.  A/T Hanson will inquire of Morris Electronics, IT provider, to see if all 
computer equipment is currently protected.   
 
Kelly also addressed the board with regard to the used desks and office chairs that have accumulated under the stairway 
again.  He noted that it was clean-up week and wondered if the board was anticipating a sale of any kind, or if these 
could just be disposed of through the clean-up activities.  Consensus of the board was that Kelly had authorization to 
dispose of the items through clean-up week activities.   
 
The next item of discussion before the board was setting the date for the Canvassing Board following the Primary 
Election.  A/T Hanson suggested two dates, either August 13th or August 14th.  A/T Hanson noted that all Commissioners 
would be able to serve following the Primary Election as none of them are on the ballot for the Primary.  After some 



discussion, Commissioners Redland and Gunderson decided that they would serve, and the August 14th date was selected 
at a time of 9:30 a.m.   
 
At 11:00 a.m. Linda Houglum, 4-H Educator, entered the meeting.  Ms. Houglum provided the board with an update on  
4-H activities and the changes experienced due to COVID-19.  Linda noted that with the County Fair and State Fair being 
cancelled this year, 4-H is working on Showcases to replace these events.  She noted the Showcases for livestock will be a 
modified in-person version, and the Showcases for other events will be done virtually.   Linda also noted that they have 
held some Virtual Camps with the 4-H youth which have gone over well.  She also noted the “Senior Spotlight” articles 
that have been featured in the local newspapers highlighting 4-Her’s in their senior year.   
 
Ms. Houglum then addressed the board with regard to the Extension Committee and the need to replace Julia Nelson as 
a representative to the Extension Committee as she will be attending college in Texas this year.  Linda noted that both 
the 4-H Federation and the Extension Committee have suggested that Olivia Sip be appointed to fill this vacancy on the 
Extension Committee.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to appoint Olivia Sip to the Extension Committee to 
replace Julia Nelson.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
In closing, Ms. Houglum announced that Abigail Ingraham and Lillian Bitker have been selected to be MN State 4-H 
Ambassadors, and noted that this is quite an honor for Norman County to have two representatives.   
 
Seeing there was no further business before the board, Chairman Hall adjourned the meeting at 11:17 a.m. 
 
 
________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Lee Ann Hall, Chairman      Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer   


